Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks Headquarters
" e 1420 East Sixth Avenue - P.O. Box 200701 - Helena, MT 59620-0701
AR L Media Contact: Patrick Doyle - 406.444.3818

THE OUTSIDE |5 IN US ALL.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: September 17, 2019
Contact: Pat Doyle, (406) 444-3818
Betsy Kirkeby, (406) 444-3343

Public Invited to Comment on Draft 2020-2024 Statewide Recreation Plan

(Helena, MT) — Montana State Parks (stateparks.mt.gov) is seeking public comment on the Montana
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). Comments will be accepted through
Thursday, October 17, 2019 at 5pm.

The new SCORP, titled “Sustaining Montana’s Outdoor Recreation Legacy 2020-2024”, is a planning
document which offers a 5-year strategic framework to identify trends, issues, and challenges facing
the state’s outdoor recreation and natural resources, and provides recommendations for outdoor
recreation priorities across the state.

The 2020-2024 SCORP identified 6 goals and recommendations:
e Promote outdoor recreation opportunities for all Montanans
e Enhance public access to outdoor recreation resources and facilities
e Support the economic vitality of communities and the state
e Improve quality of life through outdoor recreation experiences
e Adapt outdoor recreation for a changing environment
e Honor Montana’s outdoor legacy

This statewide draft plan was developed through a collaborative process between Montana State
Parks, the University of Montana, and the SCORP Advisory Council, which was comprised of outdoor
recreation representatives from the public and private sectors, including local, state and federal
agencies and advocacy groups.

The University of Montana held three facilitated group discussions in Billings, Butte, and Kalispell in
March of 2019. The discussions were attended by over 150 members of the public. The purpose of the
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meetings was to ask outdoor recreation leaders and interested citizens to identify the needs, demands,
and vision for outdoor recreation in Montana. Results from the group discussions were paired with
existing recreation data to establish the plan’s goals and recommendations.

In addition to its value as a planning document, the completion of a SCORP is required of every state to
be eligible for Land and Water Conservation Funds (LWCF). Since 1965, Montana has received over $38
million from this federally funded program supporting outdoor recreation projects in Montana
communities. Montana State Parks administers the state-side LWCF for Montana.

The draft statewide recreation plan is open for a 30-day public comment. The public is invited to
review the draft plan and provide comments to Montana State Parks by Thursday, October 17, 2019 at
5pm.

To view the complete 2020-2024 SCORP visit: stateparks.mt.gov — click on ‘Public Comment & Notices”

Comments may be made online at stateparks.mt.gov — click on ‘Public Comment & Notices” on the
right-hand task bar.

The public may also send comments by mail to: Montana State Parks, Draft 2020-2024 SCORP Public
Comment, PO Box 200701, Helena, MT 59620-0701.

Visit Montana State Parks (stateparks.mt.qgov) and enjoy camping, hiking, fishing, swimming, boating
and more and discover some of the greatest natural and cultural treasures on earth.
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Contact:

Pat Doyle

Marketing and Communications Manager,
Montana State Parks

(406) 444-3818

pdoyle@mt.gov

Betsy Kirkeby

Public Relations Specialist
Montana State Parks
(406) 444-3343
bkirkeby@mt.gov
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